
 

 

Evaluation Panel: SOCIAL SCIENCES - Language Sciences 
 

R&D Unit: Centro de Estudos em Letras (CEL) 
Coordinator: Manuel Gonçalo de Sá Fernandes 
Integrated PhD Researchers: 23      

 
Overall Quality Grade: GOOD 
Evaluation Criteria Ratings 
(A) Quality, merit, relevance and internationalization of the  
 R&D activities of the Integrated Researchers in the R&D Unit Application: 3 
(B) Merit of the team of Integrated Researchers:    3 
(C) Appropriateness of objectives, strategy, plan of activities and organization: 3 
 
Base Funding for (2020-2023): 269 K€ 
Recommended Programmatic Support  
PhD Fellowships: 3 
Programmatic Funding: 415 K€, including for 1 (Junior) New PhD Researcher Contract. 
 
Justification, Comments and Recommendations 
The Centre for the Study in Letters (CEL) is a bilocational Unit, with the majority of its 23 integrated researchers based at 
one of the University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro (UTAD; primary Unit) or the University of Évora (UÉvora; 
secondary Unit). It is a young Unit that came into existence in its present form only in 2013. With Historical Linguistics 
and Missionary Linguistics as its stated research priorities, CEL’s focus is unique in the Portuguese context.  
 
The CEL has shown remarkable (and positive) change since the 2013 evaluation. As recommended, the Unit has 
dramatically decreased in size (and budget) while at the same time even more radically increasing its publications. Two 
primary areas of focus have emerged, one on historiographic and the other on missionary studies, in addition to literary 
studies. These have been the basis for a number of papers in respected journals. There is research quality here, and 
internationalisation, especially in the form of books published by CUP and OUP, and publications in Folia Linguistica. It is 
especially impressive to note that, despite funding cuts, this small and recently reorganized Unit successfully ran two 
international conferences, both of which resulted in publications. The 2014 meeting of the International Conference on 
the History of the Language Sciences (ICHOLS XIII) was held at UTAD, an important mark of success in the effort at 
internationalization; in 2016 selected papers from this conference were published in two books (John Benjamins; Nodus 
Publikationen). Similarly, in 2013 the Unit organized Eurocall, at U Évora. This reflects an additional focus, on ‘innovative 
research, development and practice in the area of Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) and Technology 
Enhanced Language Learning (TELL)’. It is worth noting that all of the books edited by this Unit have been made available 
through Open Access. 
 
CEL clearly has several very active and productive researchers. The application document is focused on just a few 
selected outputs from these researchers, however, and only three of those are in English. Although the quality and 
scope of these three publications ranges from moderate or narrow in scope to quite original and persuasive and of 
general interest, from this small sample it would be hard to establish how the rest of the research team are performing. 
However, the publications list on the CEL website is exceptionally well organised and complete. From that, the volume 
of publications seems to be significant, although relatively few are published in high-level journals. Similarly, the lead 
researchers are rather overrepresented in the department’s publications list on their website, so outputs do seem 
uneven across the research staff as a whole. 
 
The most active researchers clearly enjoy international recognition in their fields, in Europe and beyond. The Dicionário 
dos Primeiros Livros Impressos em Língua Portuguesa appears to be a monumental and invaluable reference work, 
reminiscent of the approach to lexicography ‘on historical principles’ followed in the Oxford English Dictionary, for 
example. It clearly called for unique expertise and a huge research effort over many years. These researchers also work 
in collaboration with international partners. A notable example is the fact that CEL was elected (on behalf of Portuguese 
linguistic societies) to participate in a worldwide committee to conceive and establish an International Society for the 
History of the Language Sciences (Paris 2017 — Milan 2020).  
 



 

 

Given the effective way in which other CEL publications are advertised on its webpages, it would be useful to include a 
list of completed PhDs on these pages – ideally, with a clear indication as to where they can be downloaded. The 
submission contains illuminating information about the extent to which team members have been publicly recognised. 
The extent of this public recognition is impressive and speaks very positively for the quality of the research expertise 
and leadership located at CEL. This information could also be advertised on the Unit’s webpages. 
 
The Unit major objective for the coming reporting period is to consolidate CEL status as an outstanding Centre for the 
study of Historical and Missionary Linguistics. This is eminently sensible in general terms, taking into account the 
relatively recent reorganisation of this Unit. The plans surrounding the theme of historiography are well delineated. 
Several conferences are planned, on themes well suited for the expertise of this Unit (e.g., the International Conference 
on Missionary Linguistics in 2022). The specialized collection of historical books is a strength of the Unit and should be 
maintained at all costs; it would also be worthwhile to digitize selected items of this library. 
 
The relationship of the literary theme of ‘landscapes of the self’ to the remaining activities is unclear. The intention to 
broaden collaboration regarding the literary studies to other disciplines is good, but it would make more sense in 
principle for this literary strand to be combined with a Unit specifically specialising in literature, not linguistics. 
Unfortunately, there appears to be a structural reason for the current structure of the Unit, based on the preferences or 
requirements of their university that the Unit be connected with a specialism available within UTAD. 
 
CEL is a well-deserving destination as regards social merit and wider impacts. As well as research outputs per se, for 
which CEL merits its base funding on scientific grounds, CEL’s main location in Vila Real also helps maintain the breadth 
and balance of research across Portugal geographically. CEL integrates PhD researchers from across the Portuguese-
speaking world, and maintains its region’s research visibility by attracting researchers from across the world to the 
conferences it hosts, notably the 13th International Conference on the History of the Language Sciences. 
 
We recommend awarding a postdoc for research in African linguistics. 
 
The Unit identified their need for more requested PhD research posts than it is possible to fund within theis FCT 
Program. The Unit need for further salary support for researchers at this level is nonetheless recognised. Programmatic 
Funding has therefore been assigned to allow the Unit to provide more flexible hiring and top-up support, tailored 
according to its specific needs. We envisage and recommend that the majority of funding in this category will indeed be 
assigned to the salaries of new researchers. We also approve any remaining (non-personnel) funds within this category 
being assigned to the other forms of expense requested and allowable under programmatic funding.  
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Avaliação
de
Unidades
de
I&D
2017/2018

Audiência	Prévia

Aceita	a	proposta	de	avaliação	e	financiamento	da	Unidade	de	I&D	2017/18?
No

De	acordo	com	o	previsto	no	Art.º	19º	do	Regulamento	de	Avaliação	e	Financiamento	Plurianual	de	Unidades	de	I&D,
caso	não	aceite	a	proposta	de	decisão,	podem	ser	submetidas	alegações	em	sede	de	audiência	prévia,	de	natureza
administrativa	ou	de	investigação	e	desenvolvimento.	O	prazo	de	submissão	termina	no	dia	31	de	julho.

(máximo	12000	caracteres).
We	appreciated	the	base	and	the	programmatic	funding	proposed	by	the	evaluation	panel,	with	which	we	agree.
However,	we	would	like	to	clarify	some	issues	that	were	considered	unclear	by	providing	some	details	that	were	not
totally	accurate	and,	in	our	opinion,	assessed.	
We	cannot	agree	with	the	score	3	in	all	items.	The	classification	of	‘Good’	corresponds	to	a	unit	with	‘limited	or	reduced
internationalisation’	(Article	7	of	Regulation).	Actually,	and	in	accordance	with	the	panel’s	words,	the	Centre	for	the
Studies	in	Letters	should	have	undoubtedly	a	higher	score:	
-“CEL	has	shown	remarkable	(and	positive)	change	since	the	2013	evaluation”;	
-“CEL’s	focus	is	unique	in	the	Portuguese	context”;	
-“there	is	research	quality	here,	and	internationalisation,	especially	in	the	form	of	books	published	by	CUP	and	OUP,
and	publications	in	Folia	Linguistica”;	
-“the	most	active	researchers	clearly	enjoy	international	recognition	in	their	fields,	in	Europe	and	beyond”;	
-“these	researchers	also	work	in	collaboration	with	international	partners”;	
-“the	extent	of	this	public	recognition	is	impressive	and	speaks	very	positively	for	the	quality	of	the	research	expertise
and	leadership	located	at	CEL”;	
-“CEL	is	a	well-deserving	destination	as	regards	social	merit	and	wider	impacts”;	
-“CEL	integrates	PhD	researchers	from	across	the	Portuguese-speaking	world,	and	maintains	its	region’s	research
visibility	by	attracting	researchers	from	across	the	world	to	the	conferences	it	hosts	(…)”.	
In	addition,	CEL	reinforced	successfully	networks	with	several	universities,	R&D	units	and	linguistic	societies,	viz.,
Sociedad	Española	de	Historiografía	Lingüística	(SEHL,	Spain),	Société	d’Histoire	et	d’Épistémologie	des	Sciences	du
Langage	(France),	Henry	Sweet	Society	for	the	History	of	Linguistic	Ideas	(HSS,	UK),	Studienkreis	'Geschichte	der
Sprachwissenschaft’	(SGdS,	Germany),	Revitalizing	Older	Linguistic	Documentation	(Netherlands),	Institute	for	the
Languages	and	Cultures	of	Asia	and	Africa	and	University	of	Sophia	(Japan),	Centro	de	Documentação	em
Historiografia	da	Lingüística	and	Laboratório	de	Historiografia	da	Linguística	(Brazil),	North	American	Association	for	the
History	of	the	Language	Sciences	(USA),	Sociedad	Mexicana	de	Historiografía	Lingüística	(Mexico),	Society	for	the
History	of	Linguistics	in	the	Pacific	(Australia),	and	Giorgi	Akhvlediani	Society	for	the	History	of	Linguistics	(Georgia).	
The	organisation	of	the	13th	International	Conference	on	the	History	of	the	Language	Sciences	(ICHoLS	XIII)	was,	in
our	opinion,	not	valued	properly.	ICHoLS	is,	indeed,	the	main	worldwide	conference	on	the	History	of	the	Language
Sciences	(HoLS).	It	congregates	ca.	250	researchers	from	5	continents.	CEL	was	the	first	and	the	only	R&D	unit	to
have	organised	it	in	a	Southern	European	and	Mediterranean	country.	This	was	not	only	“an	important	mark	of	success
in	the	effort	at	internationalisation”,	but	it	meant	the	highest	worldwide	recognition,	not	only	in	the	organisation	of	great
scientific	events	but	also	of	CEL	expertise	in	HoLS.	CEL	election	at	ICHoLS	XII	(2011),	held	in	St.	Petersburg,	was	a
keystone	of	its	international	acknowledgment.	ICHoLS	XIII	was	a	noteworthy	event,	both	in	scientific	and	organisational
terms,	as	it	was	pointed	out	by	several	scholars.	For	instance,	Prof.	Kibbee	said	that	it	had	been	the	best	organisation
ever,	the	founder	of	ICHoLS,	Prof.	Koerner,	and	the	most	reputed	scholar	in	HoLS	activity,	Prof.	Swiggers,	really
enjoyed	it	(https://www.utad.pt/cel/en/home/videos/).	
Likewise,	the	evaluation	panel	did	not	value	properly	the	fact	that	CEL	is	the	only	Portuguese	R&D	unit	integrating	the
GA	of	the	Comité	International	Permanent	des	Linguistes.	It	means	undoubtedly	that	the	worldwide	linguistic
associations	recognise	CEL	internationalisation,	quality,	merit,	and	relevance	for	the	development	of	linguistic	science
(https://www.ciplnet.com/general-assembly/).	
Furthermore,	we	cannot	agree	when	the	evaluation	panel	mentions	that	“the	Unit	major	objective	for	the	coming
reporting	period	is	to	consolidate	CEL	status	as	an	outstanding	Centre	for	the	study	of	Historical	and	Missionary
Linguistics.	This	is	eminently	sensible	in	general	terms,	taking	into	account	the	relatively	recent	reorganisation	of	this
Unit.”	In	fact,	CEL,	in	the	last	years,	proceeded	on	to	a	Recovering	Programme	committed	to	overcoming	the	lack	of
International	visibility	and	papers	in	peer-reviewed	journals,	as	well	as	in	foreign	languages,	but	its	expertise	in	HoLS
has	been	publicly	recognised	since	its	foundation	in	2003	(see,	e.g.,	Prof.	Niederehe’s	2010	advisory	report	at
https://www.utad.pt/cel/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2018/03/Advisory-Report_-Niederehe_2010.pdf).	
The	evaluation	panel	also	refers	that	“the	application	document	is	focused	on	just	a	few	selected	outputs	from	these
researchers,	however,	and	only	three	of	those	are	in	English	(…)	from	this	small	sample	it	would	be	hard	to	establish
how	the	rest	of	the	research	team	are	performing.”	As	a	matter	of	fact,	we	had	to	choose	only	5	publications,	and	we
privileged	the	quality,	the	diversity	of	publication	languages	(Portuguese	and	English)	and	the	range	of	types	of



publications	(books	and	papers),	showing	the	international	projection	of	the	researchers’	output	and	their	academic
impact.	Portuguese,	one	of	the	most	spoken	languages	in	the	world,	cannot	be	excluded	from	the	list	of	scientific
languages.	We	chose	a	paper	in	Portuguese	published	in	a	German	journal	that	had	never	published	any	paper	in
Portuguese.	The	Beiträge	zur	Geschichte	der	Sprachwissenschaft	started	publishing	papers	in	Portuguese,	for	the	first
time	in	its	history,	after	having	recognized	CEL	researchers’	quality.	We	also	chose	the	Dicionário	dos	Primeiros	Livros
Impressos	em	Língua	Portuguesa	(4	vols.)	because	it	is	a	reference	in	Portuguese	medieval	linguistic	studies	in
Portuguese-speaking	countries.	
CEL	researchers	also	presented	papers	at	international	conferences	held	in	many	European	and	worldwide	countries,
viz.:	Spain,	France,	Italy,	Greece,	UK,	Germany,	Netherlands,	Czech	Republic,	Russia,	USA,	Mexico,	Peru,	Argentina,
Brazil,	South	Africa,	China,	Japan,	Vietnam.	Since	2004,	CEL	researchers	have	been	participating	in	the	triennial
Congrès	de	Linguistique	et	de	Philologie	Romanes	(Aberystwyth,	Innsbruck,	Valencia,	Nancy,	Rome),	in	the	biennial
conferences	on	Missionary	Linguistics	(MissLing)	(São	Paulo,	Macau-Hong	Kong,	Valladolid,	Tokyo,	Bremen,	Lima,
Manila,	Rome),	and	in	the	annual	conferences	of	the	Mediterranean	Studies	Association;	since	2005,	in	the	biennial
conferences	of	SEHL	(Murcia,	Cádiz,	Vila	Real,	Madrid,	Córdoba,	Cáceres,	Buenos	Aires);	since	2008,	in	ICHoLS
(Potsdam,	St.	Petersburg,	Vila	Real,	Paris).	CEL	researchers	have	also	participated	in	HSS	and	SGdS’s	annual
conferences.	
CEL	researchers	published	in	international	journals,	and	the	increase	of	their	research	output	in	renowned	journals
indexed	in	SCOPUS	and	WoS	,	two	of	them	in	the	first	quartile	(Africana	Linguistica	and	Folia	Linguistica),	was	more
than	1,000%	until	2017	—	in	fact,	CEL	was	the	Portuguese	R&D	unit	in	Language	Sciences	with	the	highest	growth	in
this	item	—.	In	2018	and	2019,	CEL	researchers	have	published	an	addition	of	19	papers	indexed	in	SCOPUS	and
WoS,	13	IR	have	published	indexed	papers,	being	our	purpose	to	disseminate	thrice	the	topmost	quality	research.
However,	the	highest-level	journals	in	HoLS	are	mainly	currently	only	in	the	third	and	fourth	quartiles	with	an	average
and	low	h-index,	viz.:	Historiographia	Linguistica	(h-index	of	10),	Language	and	History	(h-index	of	4),	Beitrage	zur
Geschichte	der	Sprachwissenschaft	(h-index	of	3),	and	Histoire	Épistemologie	Langage	(h-index	of	3).	CEL	researchers
have	already	published	papers	in	all	of	these	journals.	
CEL	researchers	also	contributed	highly	to	the	Open	Science	and	Digital	Humanities,	publishing	in	the	Corpus	de
Textes	Linguistiques	Fondamentaux	(CTLF)	website,	as	it	was	well	demonstrated	and	not	enough	valued:	35
biobibliographic	records	of	Portuguese	grammarians,	and	20	editions	of	Portuguese	grammars	(1536-1891)
(http://ctlf.ens-lyon.fr/t_form.asp).	CEL	researchers	also	collaborated	with	the	Sophia	University	Missionary	Linguistics
Project	(Japan),	creating	databases	with	Portuguese	linguistic	resources,	in	cooperative	research	with	Profs.	Toyoshima
(Sophia	University)	and	Maruyama	(Nanzan	University),	namely	Historical	Grammars	with	Portuguese	influences
(https://joao-roiz.jp/LGRP),	Historical	Portuguese	Orthographies	(https://joao-roiz.jp/LGRM),	Latin	Grammars	in	Iberian
Peninsula	(https://joao-roiz.jp/LGRI)	and	Latin	Glossaries	with	vernacular	sources	(https://joao-roiz.jp/LGR).	
CEL	researchers	have	also	been	working	on	the	project	Lexical	Heritage	of	Gallaecia,	in	partnership	with	the	Instituto
da	Lingua	Galega	and	the	Centro	de	Linguística	da	Universidade	do	Porto	(CLUP),	collecting	linguistic	variation	data	in
the	territory	formerly	identified	as	Gallaecia	and	constituting	a	database	of	the	Galician	and	Portuguese	Word	Bank,
studying	the	Galician,	the	European	and	Brazilian	Portuguese	dialect	lexicons	(http://ilg.usc.es/Tesouro/en/).	
Moreover,	we	believe	that	the	evaluation	panel	did	not	fully	perceive	the	relationship	of	CEL	research	with	the	(umbrella)
project	Landscapes	of	the	Self,	stating	that	it	is	“unclear”	and	“the	intention	to	broaden	collaboration	regarding	the
literary	studies	to	other	disciplines	is	good,	but	it	would	make	more	sense	in	principle	for	this	literary	strand	to	be
combined	with	a	Unit	specifically	specialising	in	literature,	not	linguistics”.	For	CEL,	the	collaboration	of	linguists	with
literary	scholars	is	an	added	value.	The	semiolinguistic	analysis	that	we	carry	out,	grounded	on	lexicometric	data,	is	of
great	significance	to	any	type	of	discourse,	including,	naturally,	the	so-called	literary	discursivity.	This	type	of	analysis	is
based	on	a	heuristic	approach	centred	on	a	communication	contract	which	has	its	highest	form	of	expression	in	the
words	said	or	written,	chosen	or	even	replaced.	In	a	world	where	collaborative	research	is	increasingly	required,	the
analytical	perspective	we	develop	is	based	on	different	theoretical	standpoints	as	the	framework	of	the	project	is	set
within	discourse	analysis,	as	well	as	within	cultural	and	literary	studies,	more	specifically	within	studies	of	identity	and
representation	(two	keystones	in	any	literary	text).	Contrarily	to	a	traditional	perspective,	literary	analysis	has	much	to
gain	when	developed	with	the	full	rigour	provided	by	the	data	collected	by	means	of	hypertext	programmes.	Such	data
foster	the	construction	of	interpretations	other	than	solely	subjective	ones.	The	analytical	perspectives	adopted	and	the
research	done	have	been	the	object	of	several	papers	presented	at	international	meetings	held	within	the	framework	of
Linguistics,	Literature	and	Cultural	Studies	and,	consequently,	published	in	international	peer-reviewed	journals	and
book	chapters.	
Furthermore,	a	CEL	researcher	has	built	a	database	with	hundreds	of	literary	and	cultural	books	in	digital	format
(http://alfarrabio.di.uminho.pt/vercial/obras.htm),	which	can	be	used	for	academic	purposes	by	all	CEL	researchers,	and
which	will	be	available,	as	soon	as	possible,	on	CEL	website.	
As	suggested	by	the	evaluation	panel,	CEL	website	already	offers	a	list	of	2012-2018	completed	PhD	theses
(https://www.utad.pt/cel/en/home/publications/doctoral-theses/).	There	are	several	PhD	theses	dedicated	not	only	to
HoLS,	but	also	to	Corpus	Linguistics,	Text	Linguistics,	Applied	Linguistics,	where	the	relationship	between	Literature
and	Linguistics	is	clearly	noticeable.	
In	sum,	CEL	is	not	a	R&D	unit	with	“limited	or	reduced	internationalisation”,	but	deserves,	at	least,	score	4	(Very	Good)
in	the	3	items.	CEL	is	a	R&D	unit	with	innovative	research,	recognized	merit	and	quality,	contributing	to	the	development
of	linguistic	science,	and	is	a	worldwide	reference	in	HoLS	and	MissLing.



Evaluation - Preliminary hearing result

Avaliação de Unidades de I&D 2017/201

1. Classificação Global
Bom

2. Critério A
3

3. Critério B
3

4. Critério C
3

5. Financiamento Base (EUROS)
269080

6. Financiamento Programático (EUROS); incluindo o valor para contratação de novos investigadores
415000

7. Número total de novas bolsas de investigação para estudantes de doutoramento
3

8. Contratação de novos investigadores

a. Investigador Júnior
1

b. Investigador Auxiliar
0

c. Investigador Principal
0

d. Investigador Coordenador
0

9. Resposta do painel às alegações em sede de audiência prévia
We do appreciate that in a number of respects CEL can be considered to reach a high standard. However, we were
required to rank the institutions we were evaluating and to allocate scores, and thus funding, in terms of the Portuguese
institutions working in our area of expertise as a whole. We felt strongly that CEL merited continued support, but in our
judgment as a panel it did not quite meet the same level as the other units under consideration and our rating of 3
reflects this. The appeal particularly challenges the assessment on the criterion of internationalisation. As the appeal
notes, our evaluation text does indeed clearly recognise the level of internationalisation reached. What the appeal does
not consider, however, is that this judgement is specifically qualified in our evaluation as applying to only a proportion of



the many researchers at CEL. Where we write there is research quality here, and internationalisation, that is a
recognition of some presence, not ubiquity. We specify that the most active researchers clearly enjoy international
recognition; our comments that follow apply specifically to these researchers. Likewise, in publications,
internationalisation is high for only a proportion of the teams outputs. Moreover, this is not the only criterion upon which
the overall judgement is based. The internationalisation successes of a proportion of CEL researchers and publications
were indeed recognised and highlighted in our evaluation, but they were not considered sufficiently significant to
outweigh limitations on other criteria nor to be especially impressive by the standards of the other research units in
Portugal against which CEL was necessarily being assessed. Hence we stand behind our overall judgment of good. We
do not see our comment that the major objective for the coming reporting period is to consolidate CEL status as an
outstanding Centre for the study of Historical and Missionary Linguistics as casting any doubt on the units long history of
expertise in the history of the discipline: consolidation seems to be the right term for the units intention of continuing with
this long-standing status after reorganisation, with increasing international visibility. We are also aware of the restrictions
imposed by the application process, and we agree that impressive work has been achieved in this unit. Furthermore, we
can see how the interdisciplinary work of linguists together with literature experts can be stimulating and provide extra
value. Our suggestion that this contribution would be best evaluated by a panel of literary scholars is not an error,
however, but a difference in perspective which cannot, in our view, be taken as a basis for changing our scores. Again,
we certainly appreciate that CEL is producing valuable research and deserves continued financial support. Our scores
of 3 reflect that judgment and should be taken in conjunction with our recommendation for allocation of programmatic
funding. This was in fact proportionally more generous for CEL than for any other research unit in Portugal; this is a
clear statement of our recognition of the progress made despite limited resources hitherto, and of the potential of CEL to
go from strength to strength.

10. Resposta da FCT às alegações do foro administrativo, em sede de audiência prévia
N/A

11. Contrato-programa (para download, impressão e devolução à FCT devidamente assinado):
https://www.fct.pt/apoios/AURU2017/docs/contratos/00707ContratoProgramaiQIQ0WFYdg.pdf

12. Protocolo para o financiamento das novas bolsas de investigação para estudantes de doutoramento (para
download, impressão e devolução à FCT devidamente assinado).
https://www.fct.pt/apoios/AURU2017/docs/contratos/00707ProtocoloBolsasiQIQ0WFYdg.pdf

https://www.fct.pt/apoios/AURU2017/docs/contratos/00707ContratoProgramaiQIQ0WFYdg.pdf
https://www.fct.pt/apoios/AURU2017/docs/contratos/00707ProtocoloBolsasiQIQ0WFYdg.pdf

